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Languet to Sidney

1DO not believe your mind could so soon be
tainted with the morals of the people whom
you have visited, as to forget utterly one who
loves you better than himself, and grudge him
the intense pleasure he will feel at hearing you
have returned safe to Padua, to our good friends
there. Still, as you write not a word of your re-
turn, you would give me some grounds for sus-
picion, if my regard for you, which absolutely
rules me, would allow it. And if it should be so,
I should not wreak my fury on the Etrurians and
Savoyards, from whom my misfortune took its
birth; but I would straight attack the English,
and aim all my weapons at them. And if I should
find nothing to charge you with except incon~
stancy in friendship, I would search out and scrape
together, from every quarter, all that could hurt
or lower the character of your country, and so
satiate myself with sweet revenge. But I will
do nothing hastily; I will command my temper
until I am more certainly informed of your dis-
position towards me, and then I will acft accord-
ing to circumstances. But now let us cease fight-
ing. If I thought that my advice would have any
weight with you, I should recommend you, as I
have before, to keep clear of those places which
are under Spanish government. For we hear fromised him,
